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Isaiah 43:19 (NIV) says
this: “See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not
perceive it? I am making
a way in the wilderness
and streams in the
wasteland”.
God renews, strengthens
and surprises us with new

life in creation, in our own lives and at
Tonbridge Methodist Church. God’s mercies
are new every morning- each day is a new
chance to follow our call to be those who
encounter Him and allow others to ‘perceive it’.
Maybe take this springtime as an opportunity
to thank God for the new things we have seen
in the life of the church- new members; new
ways of bringing justice and helping fight
against poverty; new people springing forth to
take on roles in the life of the church!
The leadership team met in November to

consider the whole life of the church- where we
have come from, where we are now and where
we might be heading in to the future. We have
shared our reflections and ideas with the
church council and would like to outline here
some of where our current thinking lies.
You will have your own thoughts and ideas as
you read this through.

Five key areas that we would like to focus on
and that we recognise as necessary to help us
on the pathway to where God is currently
leading us are:
1) Prayer- opportunity to pray; expanding

4pm prayer meeting; prayer for church
and the world

2) Growth of spirituality- recognising
spiritual gifts; mentoring; sharing what we
see is good in others

3) Sharing story- create more opportunities-
‘what’s my story’?

4) Administration- improving efficiency;
clear the junk; better communication

5) Opportunities to explore – baptism
follow up; Christianity explored; increase
community links
These are notes we are exploring further.
There are ways we know we are already

engaging in these areas and that we highlight
as ones we would encourage the church to
focus on.
Please do come along to the General Church

Meeting- this is on Sunday 28th June after a
shorter morning service.
Please put the date in your diaries!
There will be more about this at the meeting

and an opportunity to contribute to the
conversation by way of making a note of any

practical ideas, feelings about these areas
and any concerns. I do hope as many of
you as possible are able to be there at the
meeting from the whole range of church
services and activities.
We join again this year in the Thy

Kingdom Come initiative- a global
movement of prayer between Ascension
(21st to 31st May). There will be a prayer
walk, a prayer day and resources available
for personal prayer during the 10 days-
please look out for further details in the
Weekly News Sheets.
Rev Gill will be leading some services for

us whilst I am on sabbatical, as will Rev
Jonathan, Victoria and others- we are
grateful to them. Rev Gill will be available
as Minister with pastoral charge and
leading the Lent course, as well as leading
the special services on Maundy Thursday
(7.30pm) and Good Friday (10.30am). Gill
introduces herself in this newsletter, we are
thankful Gill for you stepping in to support
the church during these months.
May we all be blessed during this season

as we see God doing a new thing.
Sharon

Spring is in the air!

As many of you know I will
be covering for Sharon as she
goes on sabbatical from
March 1st and she has asked
me to introduce myself to you
all. For many of you I will need
no introduction! I have been
stationed in this Circuit since it
came into being and for a year

in the Sevenoaks circuit prior to that! This
means I have been in Sevenoaks for 10 years,
nine of which as Presbyter of The Drive.
For the duration of Sharon’s sabbatical myself
and my four children ( Isabella 11, Noah 9, Eva
7 and Elias 3) will be attending the Church and
I look forward to getting to know you better.

Perhaps a few little things you might not know
about me, they probably don’t come out on a
Sunday morning! I love cats, I currently only
have three. I also rather like shoes. In my
previous circuit there was a lady who asked me
to stop wearing my sparkly pair as when she
was kneeling at the communion rail they put her
off. I politely suggested she closed her eyes!!!!
Since having the children I have learnt to knit. I
am rubbish at cooking but can bake a good
cake!
Many of you will also know I am originally

from Guernsey and as my sister lives in
Tonbridge my parents have over the years
visited your Church on many occasions. My
Dad asked me to pass on his greetings to all

who remember him too.
From a Church perspective I am passionate

about biblical teaching, preaching and love a
good discussion, so I am really looking
forward to leading the Lent groups and hope
to see you there. My objective in ministry is to
help you to grow in your discipleship, to
enable you to know and experience a loving
relationship with your Lord and Saviour and
encourage you to have confidence to share
Him with others.
So that’s me! See you very soon,
Love and Prayers, Rev Gill

Message from Rev. Gill
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This is the subject of the World Day of Prayer (A women led, global, ecumenical
movement) service written by ladies of Zimbabwe for 2020. The service this year will
take place at 10 am on Friday 6 March in our own Tonbridge Methodist Church and
will be presented by representatives from the churches in Tonbridge.
Women, men and children of all ages are called to ‘Rise, take your mat and walk’ to

share in the challenges that have plagued the country of Zimbabwe over many years.
They encourage us to pray for them as they continue their often turbulent journey
towards full reconciliation.
World Day of Prayer is an international inter-church organisation which enables us

to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world; their hopes, concerns and
prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. An international committee is based in
New York and there are national committees in each participating country. Regional
conferences meet to consider the service, then local groups make their plans. Finally
the service is presented on Friday 6 March 2020.

The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 170 countries. It begins in Samoa and
prayer in native languages travels throughout the world – through Asia, Africa, the
Middle East, Europe and the Americas – before finishing in American Samoa more
than 36 hours later.
Please do your best to come to the service and take part in this very special Day.

Rise, take your mat and walk

A Passion for Christ
(Paul and the Corinthians –

The sufferings of Christ)
led by

Rev. Gill LeBoutillier-Scott
This year’s Lent Course will take place on
Tuesday evenings at 7.30 for 7.45 p.m.
until 9 p.m. and Wednesday afternoons at
1.15 for 1.30 p.m. until 2.30 p.m. All are
welcome to attend. Please feel free to mix
and match between the afternoon and
evening sessions. You do not have to
attend all sessions.

Tuesday evenings: 3 March, 10 March,
17 March, 24 March, 31 March.

Wednesday afternoons: 4 March, 11
March, 18 March, 25 March, 1 April.

Please sign the sheet in the vestibule if
you are hoping to attend. If you think you
will mostly be coming to the afternoon or
evening sessions please put ‘A’ or ‘E’ by
your name. This is just to give an idea of
numbers. It does not mean that you can’t
change your mind.
The course will loosely, but not rigidly, be

based on the Cover to Cover book, ‘A
Passion for Christ’ available online. Please
see a steward if you would like one and
need help to order it.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Easter offering envelopes will be
available in the Church on the
Sundays leading up to Easter.
The theme for Easter offering this
year is "Into all the world".

Please give as generously as you
can towards the work of the World
Church which serves some of the
most deprived peoples on earth.

LENT COURSE 2020

Where were you brought up and what
is your church background ( if any )
Brought up in Southborough and High
Brooms. No one in my family has
attended Church. I came to Church
because I was introduced to it by June
Crust and went with her daughter Gillian.
How long have you been a part of
Tonbridge Methodist Church and
what/who drew you to it?
I have been part of the Church for 10

months. Southborough was closing and I
wanted to stay with the Methodist Church.
Having Sharon at Tonbridge made the
move easier.
Who/what have been the greatest
Christian influences on your faith
journey?
That’s an interesting question. From a

small child at Southborough Miss Bryant
was a real influence. As a young person
and as a Sunday School teacher David
Ward remains in my memory as someone
I respected and admired. An example to
me of a Christian. It was while in Sunday
School at Southborough that I asked God
to be part of my life. The Rev Lumley of
The Bethal Church in High Brooms where
I attended youth club was also a major
influence on my Christian life. There have
been others that have been important and
supportive in my faith. Rev Brian Senior
at St Philips supported me into
Confirmation. Something I had not felt
able to do until that time later in life. In my
50s.

Did you have a Conversion experience
or gradual awakening to God?
A gradual awakening.

Do you have a favourite hymn/song
or/and Bible verse(s)
Through life the song that I have taken

with me is “The wise man built his house
upon the rock"
Tell us a little about you- your hobbies
and interests; your work; your
involvement in Church and community.
I am not married (although I have given

it a go) I have no children. My parents are
a big part of my life. I love spending time
with them. I love to go to the theatre. I
work with Adults with a learning disability.
I have a small Domiciliary Care Agency.
30 clients , 15 staff. I have done this for 28
years. Before that I worked with adults
with a learning disability in the local
hostels, care homes and institutions. I
also worked as a bookkeeper, secretary
and accounts office manager over the
years. Mixing the two careers until about
35 years ago. I was involved when at
Southborough Church with Safeguarding,
Leadership and Church Council. My
involvement with the community is in
Sherwood where I live. For many years I
was very involved as a member of the
Trust, then ran our TN2 community centre.
I was persuaded 9 years ago to stand for
election as a Borough Councillor for my
Sherwood Ward. I did this for 8 years
standing down in May 2019. 5 of those 8
years I was the Cabinet Member for

Communities and Wellbeing. My portfolio
included Housing, Homelessness, Young
People and Older People. CCTV, The
Crime Support Unit and Public Health (not
the NHS or Social Care) My work in
Sherwood now remains as just being
someone people know and I still have the
knowledge to help people or point them in
the right direction. I am one of 3 people
that manages the TocH Hall in High
Brooms. I am a Trustee on the board at
Rusthall Lodge Care Home. I have
recently been accepted as a Trustee on
the board of Tunbridge Wells Mental
Health Resource.
Do you have any words of
encouragement for others?
I have always felt since the age of 14

that if I had a two way communication with
God I received guidance . However, there
have been times when I have not been
prepared to do this. A long period of time,
years in fact, because I did not feel worthy.
Being a divorced person was not always
easy, I have since got over those thoughts
and resumed my communication. All
channels are open!!!

Thanks Lynne for sharing with us all.

We are planning to host a summer holiday
club for children from within our community,
running for four mornings during 11th-14th Aug
from 9:45-12:15.
We are aiming our holiday club for all children
in school years 1-6 and we plan to run a
biblical-themed four days combining upfront
sessions, crafts and games.
We do need a number of willing volunteers to

make it happen as there are lots of roles we
need to fill:
Group Leaders(with a DBS or willingness to
obtain one):We need 4-6 people to be group
leaders which would involve taking
responsibility for a maximum of 10 children in
their group, being with their group throughout
the morning and encouraging their children to
participate in crafts and games.
Group Helpers for each day: Helping the

group leader throughout the morning, making
sure children stay in their groups.
Games Leaders: Leading games sessions.
Craft: Setting up and helping with craft
sessions making sure all materials are
there(which you won't have to buy
yourselves!).
Registration(2/3 people): Signing the
children in and out each morning.
Refreshments(3/4people): Organising
Tea/Coffee for adults and squash and
biscuit(or fruit!) for children (Refreshment
break will be at set times for each group during
the morning).
We will have a meeting for all volunteers after
the morning service on Sunday 12th July.
If you would like to volunteer please email

Victoria@tonbridgemethodistchurch.com

Holiday Club
Tues 11th August- Fri 14th August 2020

Greetings from
Kathryn and Gift Asiku

They have been busy during January and
February organising a wedding for friends
where Gift had to arrange a bride price, a very
important duty in Uganda and one he had not
performed before. Kathryn travelled to Kenya
for an Africa-wide conference on literacy and
education. She was on the organising
committee and had to present two lectures as
well as helping make arrangements for the
conference. She asked for our prayers for her
that God would bring all the details into place,
and Gift as he was at home getting the boys,
James and Simon-Peter ready to start school
again after eight weeks holiday.
Kathryn with three others, has been proof

reading five Old Testament books in the Aringa
language and they are pleased the book has
now been sent to the printers. It was a very
exacting task! The funding that had been
applied for was still awaited and the launch
date was already fixed for 4 March. Prayer
needed here.
There is excitement that funding has been

approved for research on 14 languages in
Uganda. These languages do not have
access to any written literation yet. Some
people groups have approached Wycliffe,
others have not. This is an opportunity for
more work and responsibility. Pray that God
will raise more missionaries and funding to
support this vision for access to God’s word for
these people groups.
Prayers were needed for Gift’s safety on his

visit to Yaounde, Cameroon, for leadership
meetings 17-22 February. Two days holiday
taking visitors, Wycliffe supporters from
Sussex, to Murchison Falls, then on 27
February to 6 March, he will be escorting them
round showing the work of Bible Translators.
In mid-March Gift will be going to Kenya for a
week of meetings.
Please remember Kathryn and Gift in your

prayers that they will remain healthy and able
to keep up with their busy schedule.
Meanwhile, we continue to raise funds for
Fundo School and the badly needed veranda.
We are grateful to FAB youth club at our

church for their donation of £100 towards this.
Please support the mission stall when you

see it on Sunday mornings.

On Easter Sunday we will be serving
breakfast from about 8.45am.

Do come and share in fellowship over
breakfast and coffee.

If you would like to be included please
speak to

Lynne or Hugh 833981 or
hughtaylor812@btinternet.com.

A list will be in the vestibule nearer the
date.

Everyone has a story to tell and every Christian has a unique faith journey. Each
quarter we hope to be reading about one of our church members and friends. This
encourages us to pray for them and also inspires us in our own faith journey. Please
do let Sharon know if you can be one of those whose stories we can share.

This quarter we hear from: Lynne Weatherly
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A friendly, experienced service created to take
care of your property maintenance worries.
We can undertake a range of works, including:
• Interior / Exterior Painting & Decorating
• General Repairs & Maintenance
• Wallpapering • Carpentry • Fencing Repairs
• Hedge Trimming • Seasonal Grass Cutting

Phone: 01732 352828 Mobile: 07712 853583
Email: spicelin@uwclub.net

Sat 3rd Oct
7pm - 10:30pm

Woodlands Junior School
Tickets: £5 each or
£15 for a family.

Bring your own food and
drinks (no spirits).

Please contact Joanne
Davis for further
information

WE ARE COLLECTINGSEWING
MACHINES AS A CHARITYAPPEAL

FOR ANGOLA!

TONBRIDGE METHODISTCHURCH
HIGHAMLANE
TN104JG

SAT 16MAY
TEA,COFFEE & CAKE FROM4PM

THEWYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS

CONCERTFROM 5PM

The deadline date for
submissions for the ne

xt

edition of the newslette
r will

be Sun 17th May ‘20

Please send articles to
dean49ers@sky.com

Breakfast

Easter
Offering Service

3rd May 18:30
at

United Emmanuel Church
Tunbridge Wells

Volunteers for readings and
choir will be sought nearer

the time

Sat 21st March
8:30am - 9:30am


