
We are blessed in so many ways at TMC by the gifts and skills people bring to the life of the church and to bless the community, thank
you! There is a role that is vital to Church life – maybe God is nudging you to respond to his call? Please do pray and give this serious
consideration. At present we have 4 active stewards who are part of the leadership team- here is a brief outline of the role:
• Vision and plan with Sharon (Big picture, idea sharing, plus specific events)
• Be part of the team (which is wider than leadership stewards) who steward at services- looking after the visiting preacher, making

sure the church is ready etc)
• Be a trustee of the Church- this means being a part of the Church Council (meeting 3 times per year) and occasionally of other

meetings such as the wider Circuit meeting or the invitations panel (when a Minister is moving on).
• This role includes the need for a DBS safeguarding check.
• We meet approx. bi-monthly to pray and plan. Ideally, we need two more people to be part of this team.
Please consider this even if you have ‘done the role’ before or the idea is brand new to you! Please do let Sharon know if this is

something you would consider, many thanks.

Our Calling
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As we continue our journey through Lent, many of us are using
the #LiveLent resource reminding us of God’s story and our story.
We all have a story to share and we are encouraged to live out the
hope of the empty tomb. During lockdown, there have been many
signs of hope, though the vaccines and now with the road map
laid out to gradually come out of lockdown. We have seen signs of
hope in so many other ways too. We may have been in lockdown
yet TMC in Christ has not been locked down! There are many
stories to share: We have continued to live stream and zoom
services and also to send written services to people as well.

One of the special moments is shown here
when Julie introduced us to the display
of models of keyworkers that has sprung up
in Islip where she works, engaging us in
prayer and thankfulness.

We were also blessed when we had four of our members share
about their work in the health sector and how they have known
God’s strength in these days, especially when caring for those
who felt hope-less through their circumstances.

The Feastfresh team have been doing
some essential work at the
community larders and in supporting
families in the school holidays.
We continue to volunteer, to donate and
to offer prayer support to this invaluable
service in the community. I know the
team are looking forward to when families
can also be welcomed for a meal to be
Families Eating And Sharing Together
once again. The team have been sharing
hope and we thank God for them.

The property, finance and pastoral teams have
continued their vital roles in the life of the
church, thank you for the hope you have
shared. Here we have a picture of the roof
moss-clearing. If you look closely you may be
able to spot a familiar overseer!

Our young people’s group ‘Mates @ the
Church’ has met on Zoom for staying
connected, for Bible study and prayer. Our
Kingdom Kids (Junior Church) have also met
on Zoom- we have been thinking about what we
are waiting for and about how God is with us in the
waiting. Kingdom Kids families have also been given a box of Lent
hope like the one in the photo. Some of the children kindly made
cards for those who are staying at home to give them some hope
too. I am sure you too will have stories of hope to share.

‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In
his great mercy, he has given us new birth into a living hope

through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead’
(1 Peter 1 verse 3).

Blessings, love and hope to you all for Lent and Easter,
Sharon

Jesus is not locked down
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Thanks to a very generous donation in
January together with funds in hand, we
have been able to send £360 to Fundo
Community School, £300 to Wycliffe
Bible Translators and £250 to both
Abaana and SPAU.
Gift will use the amount for Fundo
School on fabric, cottons and scissors
etc for the older girls who will not be
going on to college. Gift has acquired
some sewing machines from Tools with
a Mission and sewing lessons will
enable the girls to become dressmakers
and earn a living. For the boys, he will
buy wood. He also obtained sets of
tools from TWAM so that the boys can
receive carpentry training. They are all
learning accounts so that they know how
to deal with the money they earn.
Paul Lwanga from the Single Parent
Association in Uganda sends his love
and thanks for our help which at present

he puts towards food parcels for the
ladies that we support in Gaba, near
Kampala (the ladies who made the
necklaces and bags that I sold on my
stall, and who I met on my visit to
Uganda in 2017). They are unable to
earn enough to feed their children
because of the Covid 19 restrictions in
Uganda. They also pass on their love
and thanks.
Abaana are pleased with the progress
of the 160 street children they were
obliged to take in when the pandemic
started. They have all benefitted
enormously by being sheltered near
schools and sharing in school life where
appropriate. Abaana have been glad of
extra money for this.
Kathryn and Gift say the Wycliffe
translators are mostly continuing to work
from home when power and
temperamental computers allow!

But they miss the ability to work with
colleagues face to face.
There has been no school for their
children, James(12) and Simon-Peter
(10) for fifteen months, but James gets
two-hours of tuition on Zoom each day.
They have a tutor two days a week.
One tutor has recently had time off to
have her baby, a little girl, who she has
named “Gift”! Kathryn and Gift are
making the most of having their own
garden, teaching the children to grow
beans and greens, also looking after 10
rabbits they have bred and some hens.
Rabbits now sell for £10 a pair as there
is a shortage of meat in Uganda and
people are buying them to breed.
James and Simon-Peter were fascinated
to find that baby rabbits were only 4 ins
long when new-born and only as big as
a pencil!

Uganda Projects

It’s been hard and emotional. The first
few months, in the first wave we didn’t
really know what to expect. Everybody
saw the pictures from Italy with mass
graves and none of us knew what the
UK would look like in the following
weeks or months. PPE was hard to get
as all manufacturers were gearing up to
provide the NHS, rightly so, but it left us
very exposed. We had to source PPE
from Amazon and eBay at extortionate
costs to make sure our staff had the
right protection when they were called to
bring into our care a Covid positive
deceased. There was conflicting
information from PHE about how
infectious a body was after death and for
how long. We were bringing people into
our care and being told days later that
they were Covid positive.
At the highest levels, our profession
was fighting for recognition as key
workers. Members of our professional
association SAIF sat on the DEMAG
group (Deceased management advisory
group) along with representatives from
Coroner’s service, crematorium and
cemetery management. My daughter,
Jo, has been actively involved in the
SAIF pandemic task force and Local
Resilience Forum group, discussing
ways in which SAIF can help the
independent sector during these times
and making sure that up to date
guidelines were sent out regularly so all
funeral directors knew what restrictions
were in place and when. She was also
asked to represent West Kent funeral
directors on the Kent resilience DMP
Group, which for several months met

daily, seven days a week. One of Jo’s
tasks was to liaise with all funeral
companies across West Kent on a daily
basis to get mortuary space status whilst
also fighting for our right to access PPE.
When we were eventually able to access
full PPE it had increased in price by
sometimes as much as 200%.
We had to close the front door and do
everything remotely: we had to close
down our Friends Together groups: we
had to stop using limousines; we had to
tell families that they couldn’t come to
visit their relative in the chapel of rest
and that they had to restrict the numbers
at a funeral. It was heartbreaking for the
staff who couldn’t provide the level of
care they normally give. No more hand-
holding and hugs. During those difficult
months, we were supporting bereaved
people with regular one to one phone
calls, either from the Abbey staff or
Friends Together volunteers. We set up
conference calling and zoom meetings
for our Friends Together members,
trying to identify those in greatest need
and giving them extra support.
Then summer came and it was all
relaxed, daily death numbers fell and we
breathed a sigh of relief until October
when it all began again, only worse.
Mortuary space across the county was
seriously limited, the hospitals couldn’t
cope because bodies couldn’t be
released until the doctors had signed the
paperwork. The doctors were too busy
saving lives to fill in forms so there were
long delays in the deceased being
released to funeral homes. Funerals
couldn’t go ahead without those

certificates and the funeral director’s
mortuaries were full as were the
hospitals. Kent opened a temporary
mortuary at Aylesford to relieve the
pressure and Jo has been sitting on the
Aylesford Liaison group to help support
both the funeral directors of Kent as well
as the staff at the temporary chapel of
rest.
And then the vaccine came and a
second national lockdown. The
profession still had to fight to be
recognised as frontline workers to get
early access to vaccine and that only
came a few weeks ago. Thanks to the
efficiency of Kent Resilience, Jo was
able to get Abbey and all funeral
companies in West Kent access to the
vaccination programme.
Now all our staff have been vaccinated,
keeping them safe in their work. Our
offices are regularly cleaned by a
specialist company giving us ‘Covid safe
space’ status. Our limousines are fitted
with Covid safe screens and are deep
cleaned with a specific anti-Covid
treatment after each use and our staff
wear gloves and masks on all funerals.
All staff that attend private homes or
nursing homes wear full PPE but we
have also introduced regular lateral
testing as added protection to give
additional reassurance.
These are difficult times and so I hope
that this explains a little how our family
business continues to look after the
families we care for and the
communities we work in across
Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells and
Paddock Wood.

The pandemic from a Funeral Director’s perspective –
Chris Parker at Abbey Funeral Services Ltd



A Methodist Way of Life is a way of living. It is how we try to live our lives in response to God’s love, made known to us in
Jesus.

Like the early Christians (Acts 2.42-47), we seek to express what it means to follow Jesus in the regular, practical actions of worship,
learning and caring, service and evangelism. In this sense, A Methodist Way of Life is both new and old. It is new, in that Methodists
first discussed such a way at the 2018 Conference, although it is based on Our Calling, agreed in 2000. That, in turn, was built on
what Methodists have always done, since the days of John Wesley, in trying to follow Jesus and live out the Christian faith – just as
those first followers in Acts did. The commitments of A Methodist Way of Life remind us of, and provide a compass for, Christian
living.

We will be engaging with this and exploring it more alongside our priorities as a Church as the year goes on- watch this space!
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On May 13th - May 23rd 2021, join the global wave of prayer
calling Christians to pray between Ascension and
Pentecost for more people to come to know the love and
peace of Jesus Christ.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that
everyone who takes part will:
· Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ
· Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus
· Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be

effective in our witness
After the very first Ascension Day, the disciples gathered with
Mary, constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they

waited for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like
them, our reliance on the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our
own, we can do nothing.
Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time to
pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’
picks up this tradition. Over the years more and more
worshipping communities have dedicated the days between
Ascension and Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’.
We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip us to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our
communities and our networks. It has been amazing how many
varied ways there have been in which people from every
tradition have taken up this challenge. The effects have been
remarkable.
It is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the Good
News of Jesus Christ and his love for the world will hear it for
themselves, and respond and follow Him. Specifically, we again
invite each and every Christian across the globe to pray that
God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 friends who have not
responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our
part in the renewal of the nations and the transformation of
communities." Archbishop Justin Welby
(Please do keep a lookout for resources from TMC that we
will make available nearer the time- Sharon).

Thy Kingdom Come 2021

What is A Methodist Way of Life?
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It's been nearly a year since the first
lockdown but the 17th Tonbridge Scouts
have continued to meet regularly. We've
just had to swap the Methodist Church's
halls for Zoom and think up new online
activities as well as new ways to teach
traditional skills.
We did manage some face-to-face
Scouting in September and October,
with approved COVID risk assessments
and under tight rules; no more than 15
Scouts and 5 adults at any event and
nearly everything outdoors. The Scouts
went on hikes, did orienteering at Dene
Park and picked up litter along
Woodland Walk. As restrictions eased,
we managed one meeting back at the
Church in October, keeping two groups
of 15 Scouts segregated in separate
halls and using separate entrances. We
also had a cook-out at Cart Wood, a
lovely patch of woodland near Pembury
owned by Tonbridge Scouts. That
Sunday, 1st November, 30 Scouts lit
their own fires to cook bread twists and
marshmallows. We just managed to

squeeze that in before the second
lockdown happened.
Since that last afternoon in the woods,
we've been meeting every week online
on Zoom. We've played games, had a
Christmas Scavenger hunt and had
cooking evenings. In November we had
a First Aid evening run by my daughters
(a medical student and a paramedic
student) who joined us from Newcastle
and Norwich. We also had a fantastic
guest speaker: Captain Al Bridger. Not
only is Al the Director of Flight
Operations for British Airways, but he
also made the news in October as the
last pilot to fly a BA 747 out of Heathrow.
Al grew up in Higham Wood and told us
all about his flying career then patiently
answered a stream of questions from
the equally fascinated Scouts and
Leaders.
Since Christmas, we have returned to
teaching more traditional Scouting
skills...all online. We've looked at maps
(our "Navigation Inspiration" night) and
learnt to tie knots and lashings (our

"Knot going out" evening); that one
finished with the Scouts building
structures using only breadsticks and
strawberry laces! Every week we are
joined by a local fitness instructor for a
10-minute workout and, being Air
Scouts, we also have one of the Scouts
tell us about their favourite plane in our
"Plane of the Week" slot. We have
online fun, games and learning all
planned until Easter when we'll be
taking a short break, hoping to return to
some face-to-face activities in the
Summer. It would be great to get the
Scouts back together; we've only met
some of the new Scouts online and
Zoom just isn't the same as meeting
your friends face-to-face.
Stay safe and we'll hope to see you all
when we return to the Church for our
usual Wednesday evening meetings and
quarterly Church Parades.

Chris Parker
Scout Leader
17 Tonbridge Air Scouts

“Ordinary days with extraordinary blessings”
I came across this phrase in the Methodist Prayer Handbook
some two or three years ago and it has had great significance
particularly during the last 11 months.
Many of us have been deprived of family reunions, face to
face conversations, holidays, leisure pursuits, visits to
restaurants, hairdressers and many other pleasures, resulting
in many ‘ordinary’ days week after week.
For those of us who have so much, blessings are numerous
including the daily provision of food and water, sanitation, heat
and light and the communication network of telephone,
television, radio and technology and so on. For all these
things we are dependent on people we have never spoken to,
never seen nor ever likely to meet. Add to all these benefits the
love, support and understanding of family and friends, a
secure home and the marvel of God’s creation with the wonder
of nature, we have ‘extraordinary blessings’ indeed.
Of course, these thoughts are not new and it is easy for me
when everything is going well to think in this way. Sadly there
are many who can only dream of ‘ ordinary days’ such as the
ones I enjoy. Those deprived of most of the daily blessings

particularly the necessities of life and those whose days are
filled with such anxiety that it must be difficult to find pleasure
in anything. If, as someone suggested, some of the money,
unspent on non-essential items such as those we are deprived
of, (the Bank of England say this amounts to £250 billion)
could find its way to relief organisations and charities, the
bringing of hope to those suffering from hunger, poverty,
homelessness and sickness would be greatly enhanced. Our
‘ordinary days’ could mean ‘extraordinary blessings’ for people
we have never spoken to, never seen nor ever likely to meet.
Each year at this time I am reminded by the organisers of the
charity ‘Action for Children’ to count my blessings, hence these
thoughts. They invite me to donate a small sum each day in
Lent in acknowledgement of those things I so often take for
granted. If you are still wondering what special thing to do in
Lent, or how to use the unspent money on those chocolates
which are missing from your Lent shopping list, I’m sure Action
for Children would be very pleased to hear from you.

Malcolm Copnell

We prepare young people with skills for life

Last year 9 of us from St Andrews and Tonbridge Methodist joined in an online
Alpha course via Zoom. Over 12 weeks we looked at topics such as ‘Who is Jesus’, ‘Why did Jesus die?’
and ‘How does God guide us today?’. We began with watching a video clip together on the theme- we
found these to be of great quality and really inspiring. We then had 20-30 minutes or so of questions,

discussion and chat around the theme of the evening. There is no obligation to share, it is a safe space in that
sense- although we found as the course went on we had more and more we wanted to talk about with one another! The
course really did enable us to feel reminded of the foundation of our faith and to move forward in our discipleship. It is for
those who have questions and are seeking, for those who would describe themselves as ‘Christians’ and those who do
not and would like to discover more of what Christianity is all about. So it’s for everyone!
I am going to be running an Alpha course online again after Easter this year, to begin in May sometime. Please do get in
touch if you would like more information or would like to come along. It’s one hour per session and it will be one evening
(to suit participants).

Please contact Sharon on 07887 694355 (message, call, text) or email sharon.lovelock@methodist.org.uk.

Alpha online!



Fun Quiz!
Sat. March 13th 7pm start

Fancy spending your Saturday Evening doing something different?

Join us from 6.40 for a family friendly fun quiz on Zoom at 7pm.

Please book the date in your diary and let Sharon know if you’d like to come along
on Zoom so she can send you the code, thanks- sharon.lovelock@methodist.org.uk

or 01732 365395 by Friday 12th March.

Roi and Sharon
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Puzzled by John? This exciting book
illuminates the Gospel in a fresh way. In Pastor
John, Brian Tebbutt mines the text for gems of
insight to offer a rich resource for personal
discipleship, for preachers, and for training in
pastoral care, by using a combination of reader
response, literary criticism and insights from a
psychodynamic approach to explore the first
four chapters of the Gospel of John.
Through careful engagement with the biblical
text, the reader (whether as an individual or as
a group studying John’s Gospel together) is
invited to reflect on how and why they react to
the text as they do, to enable their
understanding of the text and themselves to
develop, fellowship to deepen, and skill in
pastoral care to grow.
“Exhilarating! Refreshing! Illuminating! This

book is the product of a lifetime of working with
small groups and reflecting on John’s Gospel.
Tebbutt has given an invaluable resource,
particularly for those who are involved
in pastoral care and counselling.”
Kenneth Cracknell, President Emeritus,
Cambridge Theological Foundation
“… the author writes as a preacher,

teacher, pastor, and scholar, and above all as
enthusiast for the Gospel – as both canonical
text and good news. Readers will profit from

a work structured to enable the reader to
engage existentially as well as intellectually
both with the detailed scholarship presented
and with the fruits of practical pastoral
encounter.”
Clive Marsh, Principal of The Queen’s
Foundation for Ecumenical Theological
Education, Birmingham
“Brian Tebbutt encourages his readers to

engage radically with the text, through
engaging with others in sharing groups, to
seek self, others,
and God. It is a rich mix.”
Jane Craske, Director of Methodist
Formation, the Queen’s Foundation
“This is a book to engage with rather than
merely to read. It not only lives up to its claim to
cross the borders between therapy and
theology, it fuses the deepest insights of both.
Holistic? Yes. Demanding? Yes again. Worth
it? A thousand times yes.”
Leslie Griffiths, Member of the House of
Lords; former President, the Methodist
Conference
Published by Wipf & Stock, Eugene, Oregon
2020: https://wipfandstock.com/pastor-
john.html. RRP £24.00.
A competitive discount is available from
btebbutt@btinternet.com.

PASTOR JOHN – A Practical Interpretation of St. John’s Gospel

It will be a month or two before we can have stalls in the church again and so I am reminding you all that I have jigsaws in my garage
for people to buy or exchange. I am at home most days so just give me a call on 359040 and we can arrange a convenient time for
you to come. The address is 39 Barchester Way.
There were only 4 stalls during 2020 which together raised £524.00. Visits to the garage have this year raised £75 but the next figure
is the best! The Jigsaw/book stall has been in operation for about 12 years. The income from 2020 means that the total income from
those years has reached £10,000. I can only express my deepest gratitude for your enduring and generous support.
John Chapman


