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As many of you will know, Methodist
Ministers are ‘stationed’ to a circuit for a
period of 5 years, with the opportunity
then to ask for a re-invitation or to move
on to another circuit (different churches).
This process for my appointment here in
the circuit happened over the summer
and I have been re-invited to stay for a
further 3 years which will take us to the
summer of 2023. This doesn’t preclude
further re-invitations if it is deemed
appropriate after that time. We don’t feel
as if our time in Tonbridge has come to
an end- we are excited by ongoing
ministry and life here with you all!

The news works well for other reasons
too- one of them is that I have begun
ministering 30% of my time in Paddock
Wood at St Andrew’s Anglican/Methodist
Church. This involves (in particular)
preaching, supporting the community
engagement team and encouraging the
homegroups. If I were to leave next
summer I would only just have started
this role!

Another reason the timescale may
prove to be important is that we are in the
process to become a foster family- this is

NEWS FROM THE LOVELOCKS
a calling we have been exploring for
some time and we have been in the
formal process of applying to foster for 6
months. We will look to foster a child of
primary school age. Rich will be the main
carer (one of us has to be named as
such). This is not a foregone conclusion
(that we will be accepted) and we have
an important decision-making meeting in
February for which we really value your
prayers.
I have now been a Minister for 10

years and so have a sabbatical due in
this Methodist year which I will be taking
from March to May. For Methodist
presbyters and deacons, a sabbatical is a
period of release from ordinary ministerial
duties, in addition to normal holidays, for
the purpose of pursuing an approved
programme of study, research, work or
experience. It is intended as a time for re-
equipping, refreshment and renewal. It
may be that this coincides with the
beginning of us fostering and so that
could form a part of what I am engaged
with on my sabbatical. I am intending to
attend a church leader’s conference, a
Bible engagement course at Cliff College

and to go on a
retreat. I intend to
read some current
theology!
During the time of

my sabbatical, which
falls over the Lent
and Easter period,
Rev Gill Le
Boutillier- Scott will be leading some of
the services at Tonbridge Methodist
Church (especially communion services),
may be leading a Lent course and will
have ministerial pastoral oversight as
needed. Gill lives in Sevenoaks and is
appointed to the Circuit. The leadership
team are grateful Gill will be able to
support the church during this time. The
circuit team will cover at necessary times
at St Andrew’s Paddock Wood.
Thank you to you all for enabling us to

continue to journey as God’s people
together, for all you do in the church and
community and for your commitment to
being faithful followers of Christ.

Sharon

In 1869, Methodist
minister the
Reverend Thomas
Bowman Stephenson
saw a group of
children living under

the arches of Waterloo station in London.
He was determined to help.
Stephenson, with the support of Francis
Horner and Alfred Mager, set up a small
family home in a nearby stable, helping
two boys - Fred and George - off the
streets. He gave them a home, showed
them kindness and provided safety and
security. He also offered hope for the
future.
A century and a half later, the spirit of

Action for Children’s founder remains an
inspiration. Last year the charity
supported 387,000 children, young
people and families all over the UK, in
476 local services, in schools and online.
From its origins as The National
Children’s Home, Action for Children still
protects and supports children and
young people, providing practical and
emotional care and support, ensuring
their voices are heard, and campaigning
to bring lasting improvements to their
lives.
The culmination of this year’s
celebrations took place at St. Paul’s
Cathedral on the 23rd October.
After a private viewing of the Cathedral,

guests were greeted in the Crypt for a
reception and thanksgiving service. The
evening included prayers, readings, talks
and music, with a stand-out performance
from ‘Young Carer’s Aloud’ Choir, a
talented group of young Carer’s from an
Action for Children project in South
Wales.
Before the closing address, by Sarika
Patel, chair of Action for Children, a
presentation was made to her by one of
Francis Horner’s descendants, of his
book, ‘Shadow and Sun’.
This was a moving and fitting tribute to
end this memorable occasion.
Margaret Pool

150th ANNIVERSARY OF ACTION FOR CHILDREN, 2019
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SINGLE PARENT ASSOCIATION IN
UGANDA

We have been focussing on SPAU this
year. Paul Lwanga in Kampala was keen
to begin a new project for his younger
clients. He wanted to give some teenage
mothers hair-dressing training and help
them open a salon. This would enable
them to send their children to school,
which is very important to them. We
recently sent £400 from Tonbridge
Methodist Church and were awarded
£500 from the Methodist Women in
Britain Empowerment Fund which we
were also able to send.

FUNDO SCHOOL
In August Gift took some German and
Australian supporters to Fundo Parents
Primary School. There they painted the
outside and inside walls. A medical
camp was also organised. Out of 399

children, 243 tested positive for malaria.
Gift, cousins Ronny and Patrick and
foster-son Big James all returned ill with
malaria. On a good note for two years
now a church also meets in the school
and we hope many villagers turn to
Christ. Gift found there were many
needs at the school as follows: Money to
complete work on a veranda where
children can leave their muddy shoes
when it rains; repairs to guttering and two
pit latrines; fabric for tailoring classes
and wood for carpentry classes. If you
know of any organisations who make
donations to schools or would like to
donate yourself, we would be pleased to
hear from you.

KATHRYN, GIFT, JAMES
AND SIMON-PETER

are settling into their newly built home
near Lake Victoria. Kitchen complete,
hot showers now possible in the

bathroom, internal
doors fitted, floors

tiled, but no wardrobes – living out of suit
cases and using hanging racks tries
Kathryn’s patience. Boys settling in at
school. James has some catching up to
do in maths. School days are long 7 am
to 5 pm. However there are three other
boys on the compound who like playing
football and there is a huge pile of
builders’ sand which they slide down on
yellow jerry cans cut in half lengthways!
Simon-Peter is pleased that a kitten
called Copper has adopted the family!

WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS
A fundraising event is planned for 16 May
2020 when we will have a visit from an
African Gospel Choir. Please put the
date in your diary.

Daphne & Roi Arden

The trip aimed to look at the impact of
climate change and how it is being
addressed. Christian Aid works with local
partner organisations. The projects we
visited enabled us to see for ourselves
the difference that’s being made to
people’s lives.

Some projects have provided loans to
women’s self help groups. This promotes
gender equality through women
entrepreneurship.

Some groups of women make these
‘improved’ clay cook stoves, which use
less firewood, thereby reducing the
impact of deforestation. The women sell
the stoves to generate income. The men
told us they were initially sceptical about
these women’s groups. They are more
supportive now that the income from the
projects is starting to support the
communities. The women told us how
the self-help groups have increased
social support and community cohesion.

This newly completed barn enables
communities to store two different types
of grain to feed their livestock. This helps
to sustain them through the dry seasons.

Christian Aid South East supporters’ trip to Ethiopia
3rd-15th October 2019

Access to clean drinking water has been

improved through the construction of this
pump from a natural underground spring
(top) and rainwater storage facility.

Communities can now pump water in
ten minutes instead of trekking up to six

hours each day to fetch dirty water from a
river. People told us how this had
transformed their lives. Children can now
spend more time in school instead of
collecting water. This irrigation project is
still in progress.

A canal is under construction to divert
river water to potential farmland in a
desert region. The men said they would
share the farmland so that everyone had
fair access.

There is no doubt that climate change
is real. People in the communities we

visited told us how it has affected them.
From 2015 – 2018 there were successive
years of drought. The weather has
become less predictable. They used to
know exactly when to plant their crops
and when to harvest them. Now the rains
come unexpectedly, or don't come at all,
so their crops fail. These people are
extremely vulnerable to climate change.
They have no buffer. If crops fail and
livestock die, they cannot feed their
families and their children die. We asked
what we should say to people who do the
things that cause climate change. Their
response was directed at us.
They said: “Please consider us”.

Paul Grime

MISSION NEWS

UGANDA PROJECTS
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It is a little over six
months since
Brenda died and I
felt this was a
suitable
opportunity to
express my thanks

to the members of the church for their
help, support and prayers during that
time.

I decided that, after Brenda’s death, I
would not sit moping in the chair but
would try to carry on as normal. This, I
think, has been the right decision.

The family and I were astounded that
about 150 people attended the
thanksgiving service for Brenda’s life.
People came from all over the country.

The gifts donated in Brenda’s memory
were shared equally between Cancer
Research and Hospice in the Weald. In
total almost £2000 was given.

I should also record the tremendous
support I have received from my
daughters and their families. Neither of
them lives close by. Julie lives in East
Lothian and is a lecturer in community
health at Queen Margaret University,
Edinburgh. Debbie lives in Reading and,
besides being an immunisation nurse for
West Berkshire, works for 25 hours a
month at the Out of Hours Unit at the
Royal Berkshire Hospital so that she can
keep up to date with “normal” nursing
duties.
Peter Overton

Margaret and I have been all but overwhelmed by the warmth of your
good wishes and will so miss the fellowship of Tonbridge Methodist
Church after some thirty years. A big thank you for all the kindness
shown to us. If we have been able to contribute to the growth of T.M.C.
in various ways that is the least active Christians should do in support of
the fine Ministers who have served us so faithfully over recent years.

We wish you all every future blessing under Rev. Sharon's guidance.
Peter & Margaret Swan
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As most of you know, we have a prayer
ministry rota of people who are willing to
talk and pray with people after
communion services.
That rota has become rather depleted. If

anyone feels able to help with this very
important ministry, please have a word
with Lynne Taylor.
Hopefully we can make it easier to cover

the whole quarter of services.

We are looking for someone
who could keep us all warm
at church, by making
sure the heating is
programmed during
the winter months,
especially.
The new system is very

efficient, each room has its
own thermostat, so heat is not wasted.
On the whole, our regular hirers hours
remain constant, we do have extra
events from time to time, on those
occasions the timings have to be
programmed in, (a weekly update will be
provided) currently this is done over the
weekend, whenever suits you, it takes
approximately 30/40minutes and tuition
will be given by our expert Jim. This
could be your light bulb moment!

Please contact Rev Sharon or Ann
Welch

A church group are going Carol singing
in South Tonbridge on Tuesday 17th Dec
meeting on the corner of The Drive and
Pembury Road at 7.00pm. All
singers/collectors are welcome.

Hospitality has kindly been offered by
Gloria Gorringe.

The Scouts and Guides are hoping to
go out one evening in North Tonbridge
but details are not yet finalised. Please
refer to the weekly notes nearer the time.
Ginny Carlyon

Each year we celebrate the birthday or
anniversary of the opening of our church.
Next year our own minister Reverend
Sharon Lovelock will lead worship at both
services.

It is our practice to hold this Sunday as
our Gift Day when we give thanks to God
for his provision for us. If you are able to,
you are invited to donate a sum over and
above your normal giving, to assist us to
develop the life of the church and to
enable us to extend our outreach to the
surrounding community.

To assist you Gift Day Gift Aid envelopes
will be available in the vestibule. If you are
a tax-payer this is a very useful way of
giving as the church receives an
additional 25% to what you donate without
any further action on your part.

Please speak to either John Davis our
Treasurer or myself if you wish any further
advice.
Alister Tough -
Lay Chairman - Finance

Early notification of our Church
Anniversary and Gift Day
Sunday 9th February 2020 Wednesday Lunches at Southborough

Every Wednesday (apart from a few
breaks in holidays) a group meet for
lunch at St Dunstan's Catholic Church
hall in Southborough, 12pm.

We used to hold these lunches at the
Methodist Church in Southborough and
our Catholic friends have enabled us to
continue to provide this for the
community.

You would be very welcome to come
along any Wednesday for lunch too! It's
two courses and tea/coffee, the
suggested donation is £5.

Please do come along if you'd like to
join us, it would be lovely to see you and
you can be sure of a warm welcome.

To dwell above with saints we love
Well that will be such glory

But to dwell below with saints we know
Now that’s a different story.

Submitted by
John Leeson

We all offer Peter and Margaret ourgrateful thanks for their faithfulministry in Tonbridge and in theCircuit, and we ask God to blessthem on their continued journey asthey bless others with their gifts.



The deadline date for
submissions for the next

edition of the newsletter will
be Sun 16th Feb ‘20

Please send articles to
dean49ers@sky.com

Friday March 6th 2020
Morning Service for World Day of Prayer
(this year it is the turn of Tonbridge MethodistChurch to host this ecumenical serviceprepared by women of Zimbabwe)

www.tonbridgemethodistchurch.org.ukDec ‘19 - Feb ‘20

The Christingle services will be as usual on
Christmas Eve. We will be making the
Christingles on Monday 23rd December from
2.00pm. Do come along if you are able to help.
We need to do 200 oranges!.
Many hands make light work.
Thank you.
Lynne Taylor

Christmas Eve 11.30pm

All are welcome to join with friends at
St Mary's Church, Hadlow for their
Christmas Eve communion at
11.30pm (carols from 11pm).

Fair Feast 2020
Falling within Fairtrade Fortnight 2020 where
the emphasis is again on ensuring that all
farmers are paid fairly for their work, Fair
Feast 2020 (pancakes, etc, and quiz) is on
Shrove Tuesday ("pancake day", 25
February) in Otford Methodist Church Hall.
All receipts from ticket sales and any
donations will be sent to All We Can, the
Methodist relief and development fund.

This year, as All We Can has suggested, the
money raised by Fair Feast 2020 will be used
to support communities in Ethiopia have been
affected by their rapidly changing climate,
making it increasingly difficult to grow crops
and earn a living. All We Can is supporting
vulnerable families in these communities with
crops that are better adapted to the climate,
as well as arranging, as necessary, training in
farming and business management.

Tickets are £7, or £3.50 for students, and
they may be bought now, although payment
need not be made until the night. Tables seat
8 people, but everyone is welcome and
reservations may be made for any number
from one upwards. To reserve places, please
contact Glen Cable (01732 457842;
glen-chris.cable@sky.com).


