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Dear friends,
As our lockdown continues and movement is further restricted I hope you are all fairing well. It is so important to

look after our mental and physical well being in these times. Please keep in touch with your pastoral visitor and if
you are feeling lonely or struggling please don’t wait for them to call you, give them a call too!
One of my Gran’s favourite hymns was Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine. There are loads of theological

content I could discuss with you in this hymn, but the idea that stands out is the confidence the writer has in their
faith. Assurance is a gift from the Holy Spirit I believe. It is something we can all have when we allow the Holy
Spirit to live and work in us. Assurance of forgiveness, of Salvation, our inheritance, assurance of never facing
trials and sufferings alone are all possible when we trust in God working in and through us by His Holy Spirit.
Perhaps if you are feeling low or a little distant from God today, you could spend some time in prayer asking

God to bring to you the gift of assurance.
l look forward to reading why you find your favourite hymns special and how they encourage you in your faith.
I pray you will know the peace of our loving Lord in these difficult days.
Stay faithful, stay positive, know you are loved and prayed for.

Much Love,
Rev Gill

Romans 8 38-39

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Nor Coronavirus….
It’s a terrible time, illness, suffering, untimely death but as always acts of great kindness and
selflessness.
I expect as a practising doctor to be very busy over the next few weeks. Do pray for me as I
suspect I’ll be out of my comfort zone. I’m already doing teleconsultations rather than seeing
patients face to face. Medical students have qualified earlier than expected and will be
volunteering very soon. I take my hat off to them and hope we’ve prepared them well. Pray for
your NHS, for the staff who put patients first and for the Government to put every resource it
can into saving lives.
As a congregation we will get through this and I find thinking and praying for each other at 7pm
when I light a candle very helpful.
God bless,
Sandra Nicholson

Hi everyone
When I have my daily walk I use it as a
prayer time for the church.
I try to name as many people as I can.
It's good for my memory too!
Keep safe
Best wishes
Brenda Foster

It is difficult times for us all but there have been
wonderful stories of people helping each other.
My friend, Sarah, sent me a text offering to
help with supplies in case i had to self isolate
due to my asthma.I am taking the whole
situation in my stride and living in a world of
computers and social media helps.
Regards
Stephen Broome

I have too many favourite Hymns to find one that
would count as a favourite.... So if it has to be one
then I would choose StF 459. Captain of Israel’s
Host.

Captain of Israel’s host, and guide
Of all who seek the land above,
Beneath Thy shadow we abide,
The cloud of Thy protecting love;

Our strength Thy grace, our rule Thy Word;
Our end, the glory of the Lord.
By Thine unerring Spirit led,

We shall not in the desert stray,
We shall not full direction need,
Nor miss our providential way;
As far from danger as from fear,
While love, almighty love, is near.

Wesley had this genius for a short, pithy summary
of Faith, although knowing him it may have had tens
of verses in the original. Verse one draw’s on
scripture in that it refers to The Exodus through
which the Israelites were seeking the Promised
Land. In verse two he refers us to the coming of
Jesus and compares the wayward wandering of the
Israelites to all that is promised in Him.
This is one of the few hymns I can sing from
memory. It has a great tune and I, for one, never tire
of it. If you want another short summary of faith then
look at Joseph Harts ‘This, this is the God we adore’,
StF 67.
Phil Leese

Dear Friends
Our grateful thanks for the beautiful flowers we received from Daphne and Roi on behalf of

TMC. Katy and Hannah have now fully recovered from the "naughty virus" as young Tom calls
it and the flowers were a lovely surprise for them. It meant a lot to us all.
Our thoughts and prayers are for peace, patience and safety for all.

With Love,
John, Jane and family

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please remember that the church is closed to
everyone apart from those running and using
the food bank under strict rules. This is in
accordance with Government and Methodist
church rules during this epidemic.
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It is a very worrying time for us all and not knowing where this
will end is a fear that we all have.
I have mentioned this before in a previous newsletter some

time ago, my favourite hymn is
STF481 - The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want.
At this particular time verse 3 seems appropriate:

And though I walk the darkest path
I will not fear the evil one

For you are with me and your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know

And I will trust in you alone
And I will trust in you alone

For your endless mercy follows me
Your goodness will lead me home.

Philippa, Jess, Cameron and I send our prayers, our support
and love to you all.
Dean

I would like to thank those church friends who
kindly sent flowers, cards and get well messages
at the time of my recent fall. My facial injuries are
now healing well but the fractured wrist I know will
take a lot longer!
It has also been a comfort to receive the email

messages of love and support from Gill during
Sharon's sabbatical. To hear Sharon's news that
they are now a foster family, welcoming PJ into
their home, is a great joy. We will keep them in
our thoughts and prayers in the coming months,
together with all our friends at this challenging
time.
God bless you all.
Barbara Sanders

Here is a prayer that was sent to us from South Africa.

Heartfelt Prayer.

May today be all you want it to be. May the peace of God and the
freshness of the Holy Spirit rest in your thoughts, rule in your dreams
and conquer all your fears.
May God manifest himself today in ways you have never

experienced before. May your joy be fulfilled, your dreams be closer
and your prayers be answered.
We pray that faith enters a new height for us all.
We pray for peace, healing, health, happiness, prosperity and joy

knowing we are blessed with the true and undying love of God.
In the name of the father the son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all
Keith and Althea

Sincere thanks to Dean for allowing us this opportunity to send
greetings to all our readers of the Newsletter.
Some folk we have spoken to on the phone, some in contact by

email and some we have shouted to across the road. The latter is not
to be recommended for those of us who are hard of hearing.
We think of you often in our prayers and hope that you have been

encouraged, as we have, by the kindness of neighbours and friends
who are so willing to help in these strange times.
Although we are prevented from gathering together to celebrate

Easter, its message will not pass us by.
Every Blessing
Dorothy and Malcolm

Greetings and love to all our Church family at TMC.
We will have to adjust to sharing in virtual fellowship when we can't

meet face to face. In my Bible reading book we are looking at a
series on the early part of Genesis at the moment.
One of the sections I thought was very applicable to the strange

times we are living in.In verse two of Genesis chapter one it says "
the Spirit if God was hovering over the waters".
This same Spirit hovers over the dark areas in our thoughts and

emotions ready to transform them. Don't despair; God is speaking
his plans over you and the Spirit will bring them to fruition.
Don't be afraid. I found this very encouraging. Keep well and keep

safe.
Lynne & Hugh

I take a lot of encouragement from the words of our hymns,
particularly those written many centuries ago expressing so well my
own feelings. However for this time I have chosen hymn 649 by Fred
Kaan, one of our great 20th century contributors. The whole hymn
reflects in graphic terms how many of us are feeling at the present. I
have set out below the first and last verses but I commend reading
the whole hymn.

God! when human bonds are broken
and we lack the love or skill

to restore the hope of healing,
give us grace and make us still.

Give us faith to be more faithful,
give us hope to be more true,
give us love to go on learning:
God! Encourage and renew!

Hugh

Tools with a Mission
We have a contact in
Tonbridge who will be very
pleased to receive tools for
gardening or carpentry, or
sewing machines. If you are

clearing out your garage, loft,
garden shed etc. while you are at home
please can you consider donating items to
Africa? E-mail roi.daff@gmail.com or ring
01732 355620.

For many years I have had a great interest in hymnody, mainly
sparked by the years I have spent playing the organ but also by
the fact that both my parents were Methodist local preachers.
Over the years I have had many favourite hymns and have always
been inspired by hearing Methodist congregations singing Charles
Wesley’s hymn “Love divine all love excelling”. One spine-tingling
occasion was when Brenda and I attended the celebration in St
Paul’s Cathedral of the 250th anniversary of John Wesley’s
conversion.
Currently, my favourite hymn is the one written by the Catholic

priest, Brian Foley, which is at StF 482, and is a paraphrase of
Psalm 139.
The first verse reads:

There is no moment in my life,
no place where I may go,

no action which God does not see,
no thought God does not know.

The other verses continue to summarise Psalm 139.
I find the words encouraging to know that God is in every

situation but also daunting because whatever I do, say or think,
God knows.
Peter Overton

Just to let you know we’ve given out14 parcels by the end of Thursday.Stocks are good and we’ve had somelovely donations, including naughtygoodies from the Finch House andfabulous financial support from theRotary club and St Stephens church.We are in close contact with the localschools in Tonbridge and expectdemand to increase as time goes on.We are following all the guidelinesand best practise at this time to ensureeveryone stays safe!
Thanks for donations, best wishesand prayers.

Lee


